
Short-Term Rental (STR) Ordinance
Background: 
Short-term rentals (STRs) are accommodations that are rented for a period of less than 30 days. They are often rented out by individuals or
businesses to tourists or business travelers. STRs can include apartments, houses, condos, and even rooms in a home. The Virginia Attorney
General Opinion has clarified that short-term rentals on agricultural property are categorized as agritourism activities and, therefore, cannot
be subjected to regulation by the local zoning code. For areas in Louisa County not zoned agricultural (A1 or A2), the Short-Term Rental
Ordinance discussed here is intended to provide the broadest coverage in protecting property owners, increasing occupant safety, and
guarding community interests. 

The effective date of this code is January 1, 2024.

The Short-Term Rental Ordinance states STRs are allowed
by-right in zones A-1, A-1 (GAOD), A-2 (GAOD) and allowed
by-right with restrictions (R-1 (GAOD), R-2 (GAOD), RD.
GAOD for short-term rental of a dwelling means all
properties zoned Residential Limited (R-1) and Residential
General (R-2) located within the boundaries of a designated
Growth Area as shown on the 2040 Comprehensive Plan. If
you have waterfront property on Lake Anna, you most likely
are located in a growth area. If you are unsure of your zoning
information, see  the following pages, Zoning District
Descriptions and our Determine Your Zoning District
webpage at louisacounty.gov. 

Zoning Districts Allowing STRs By-Right

Legend
2040 Plan Growth Area Boundary

By Right With Restrictions

By Right Agricultural By Attorney General’s Opinion

Town of Louisa & Town of Mineral

Parcels

CUP Required 

Residential in Growth Areas (R1, R2, RD) 

Agricultural (A1, A2)

A

Owners of dwellings used for short term rental shall provide contact information for the
owner and/or any authorized property manager to Louisa County and the dwelling’s
subdivision governing body if one exists.

Allows local points of
contact for concerns.

B
The owner shall provide the current Louisa County Code chapters relative to Noise (51)
and Solid Waste (62) as well as the definitions for Special Occasion Facilities and
Gatherings as part of Short-Term Rental contracts.

Ensures the tenants have been given
notice of how to handle noise and
solid waste during their stay in the
County.

D Owner must comply with all Virginia Department of Health regulations. For the safety of tenants and the
community.

F
Owners unable to meet all of the above requirements shall be prohibited from operating
a Short-term rental of a dwelling without obtaining a Conditional Use Permit from Louisa
County Board of Supervisors.

Ensures compliance with sections
above.

G A violation under this section shall be enforced as provided in section 86-11 and section
86-11.1.

Ensures compliance with sections
above.

E The dwelling must comply with all applicable state building code and safety regulations. For the safety of tenants during their
stay.

86-114
SECTION

BENEFIT TO OWNER, OCCUPANT
AND/ OR COMMUNITYREQUIREMENT FOR BY-RIGHT WITH RESTRICTIONS 

Owner must notify tenants that events, rentals, Special Occasion Facilities and related
uses are prohibited, except with valid conditional use permit according to Louisa County
Code.

Prevents unauthorized special
occasion facilities.

C

H The effective date of this code shall be January 1, 2024.
Allows time to make arrangements
as needed for compliance.

https://www.louisacounty.gov/3027/Zoning-District-Descriptions
https://www.louisacounty.gov/3027/Zoning-District-Descriptions
https://www.louisacounty.gov/3028/Determine-Your-Zoning-District
https://www.louisacounty.gov/3028/Determine-Your-Zoning-District
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How will the ordinance impact responsible STR
operators? 

Answer: The ordinance aims to establish clear
regulations. Responsible STR operators most likely will not
need to do much differently.

1

How will the goals of the ordinance be
accomplished? 

By-right: STRs will be allowed by-right in certain areas,
such as Agricultural districts. This will allow
homeowners to rent out their properties without having
to go through the CUP process or having restrictions.
By-right for Agricultural districts is a reflection of the
Attorney General Opinion No. 22-036 released in
January 2023. 
By-right with restrictions: STRs will be allowed by-right
in certain areas, but with restrictions. For example, the
number of STRs allowed in a Growth areas will need to
provide specific information to tenants.
Conditional use permits (CUPs): CUPs will be required
for STRs in certain areas, such as residential
neighborhoods. This will allow the county to carefully
consider the impact of each STR on the surrounding
community.

Answer: Through a combination of:

What happens to reported issues?

Answer: Complaints received by the County will trigger
code enforcement investigations. 

3

Short-Term Rental (STR) Ordinance FAQs

DETERMINE YOUR
ZONING DISTRICT
Select GIS on louisacounty.gov, enter the property address,
owner's name or parcel ID in the appropriate field, then hit
"Search." The results will include the base zoning district for the
parcel.

More details may be found by following these additional steps:
1. Select "Layers"
2. Select “Comprehensive Plan - Growth Areas” in the Overlays
section.
All Layers can be made transparent with the “Overlay
Transparency” slider at the top of the Layers list. The basemaps
include aerials. Select “Basemaps” to change from the starting
point in the Streets basemap.
3. Enter the property address, owner's name or parcel ID in the
appropriate field, then hit "Search." 
4. Select the option to "Map It."

If your STR property is located on Lake Anna, it is most
likely located in a Growth Area and you will need to
provide your contact information to the County by January
1, 2024. Contact Planning & Zoning staff in Community
Development for more information.

Community Development
1 Woolfolk Avenue, Louisa, VA 23093
Phone: 540-967-3430
Office Hours: Monday - Friday, 8:30 a.m. - 5 p.m.

THE APPROACH 

ZONING INFORMATION

Sec. 86-133. - Agricultural (A-1) district—Statement of intent; policy guidance.
 The agricultural (A-1) district is intended to accommodate farming, forestry, livestock maintenance and other related farm
activities. Such uses are an essential part of the rural economy of the county and the agrarian character of the community. It
comprises those areas dedicated to farming and agricultural use and is protected as a valuable part of the rural community.
These activities shall not be compromised by development and shall be enhanced by the protection offered herein.

Sec. 86-151. - Agricultural (A-2) district—Statement of intent; policy guidance.
(a) The agricultural (A-2) district is provided to allow for the compatible mixture of agricultural uses and limited residential
development in rural areas and protect and retain the rural open character of the countryside. Very low density residential
uses are allowed along with agricultural uses that are compatible with residential activity to provide for community cohesion
in the rural areas and encourage land use interdependence. Zoning standards are also included to ensure the co-existence
of these uses with each other. The creation of lots fronting on existing state roads or federal highways is strongly
discouraged.
(b) Agricultural (A-2) district uses range from agricultural to neighborhood oriented commercial and community services. The
use of development setbacks, shared access, reverse-front lots and roadside buffers are encouraged to retain the rural
character of the county along-side the open farm activities prevalent in the county.

STRS ARE
ALLOWED BY-
RIGHT 

STRS ARE
ALLOWED BY-
RIGHT 

PER  THE ORDINANCE

Each zoning district has a statement of intent in the County Code of Ordinances. Some relevant definitions are reflected below/on the
following page. For permitted uses, accessory uses, permitted uses with a conditional use permit, minimum lot area, setback regulations,
frontage, height of buildings, yard regulations, subdivisions, etc. for each zone, see DIVISION 6. - ZONING DISTRICTS AND LAND USES. Use GIS
to determine your zoning district.

https://www.louisacounty.gov/3224/17983/Proposed-Short-Term-Rental-Ordinance#
https://www.louisacounty.gov/3224/17983/Proposed-Short-Term-Rental-Ordinance#
https://www.louisacounty.gov/3224/17983/Proposed-Short-Term-Rental-Ordinance#
https://www.louisacounty.gov/3224/17983/Proposed-Short-Term-Rental-Ordinance#
https://www.louisacounty.gov/3224/17983/Proposed-Short-Term-Rental-Ordinance#
https://www.louisacounty.gov/3224/17983/Proposed-Short-Term-Rental-Ordinance#
https://www.louisacounty.gov/3224/17983/Proposed-Short-Term-Rental-Ordinance#
https://www.louisacounty.gov/3224/17983/Proposed-Short-Term-Rental-Ordinance#
https://www.louisacounty.gov/3224/17983/Proposed-Short-Term-Rental-Ordinance#
https://www.louisacounty.gov/3224/17983/Proposed-Short-Term-Rental-Ordinance#
https://louisagis.timmons.com/#/
https://www.louisacounty.gov/3027/Zoning-District-Descriptions
https://www.louisacounty.gov/DocumentCenter/View/119/Transient-Occupancy-Tax-Registration-Form-PDF
https://www.louisacounty.gov/Directory.aspx?DID=31
tel:5409673430
https://library.municode.com/va/louisa_county/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=CO_CH86LADERE_ARTIIZOORMA_DIV6ZODILAUS
https://library.municode.com/va/louisa_county/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=CO_CH86LADERE_ARTIIZOORMA_DIV6ZODILAUS
https://www.louisacounty.gov/3028/Determine-Your-Zoning-District
https://www.louisacounty.gov/3028/Determine-Your-Zoning-District


Short-Term Rental (STR) Ordinance FAQs

ZONING INFORMATION (CONTINUED)

Sec. 86-336. - Agricultural (A-1) district within the growth area overlay district—Statement of intent; policy guidance.
The agricultural (A-1) district within the growth area overlay district is intended to accommodate farming, forestry, livestock
maintenance and other related farm activities within the established overlay district. Such uses are an essential part of the rural
economy of the county and the agrarian character of the community. It comprises those areas dedicated to farming and
agricultural use and is protected as a valuable part of the rural community. These activities shall not be compromised by
development and shall be enhanced by the protection offered herein.

Sec. 86-356. - Agricultural (A-2) district within the growth area overlay district—Statement of intent; policy guidance.
(a) The agricultural (A-2) district within the growth area overlay district is provided to allow for the compatible mixture of
agricultural uses and limited residential development in rural areas and protect and retain the rural open character of the
countryside. Very low density residential uses are allowed along with agricultural uses that are compatible with residential
activity to provide for community cohesion in the rural areas and encourage land use interdependence. Zoning standards are
also included to ensure the co-existence of these uses with each other. The creation of lots fronting on existing state roads or
federal highways is strongly discouraged.
(b) Agricultural (A-2) District within the growth area overlay district uses range from agricultural to neighborhood oriented
commercial and community services. The use of development setbacks, shared access, reverse-front lots and roadside buffers
are encouraged to retain the rural character of the county along-side the open farm activities prevalent in the county.

Sec. 86-168. - Residential limited (R-1) district—Statement of intent; policy guidance.
 The residential limited district (R-1) is composed of certain quiet, low density residential areas plus certain open areas where
similar residential development appears likely to occur. The regulations for this district are designed to stabilize and protect the
essential characteristics of the district, to promote and encourage an enjoyable environment for family life, and to prohibit
activities of a commercial nature. To these ends, development is limited to single-unit dwellings providing homes for the
residents, plus certain other uses, such as schools, parks, churches and public facilities that serve the residents of the district.

Sec. 86-186. - Residential general (R-2) district—Statement of intent; policy guidance.
 The residential general district (R-2) is composed of certain quiet, low density residential uses plus certain open areas where
similar development appears likely to occur. The regulations for this district are designed to stabilize and protect the essential
characteristics of the district, to promote and encourage a suitable environment for family life where there are children, and to
prohibit activities of a commercial nature. In order to enhance compatibility between dwellings of different types, protect the
natural environment, and achieve attractive and well-coordinated designs for building groups, dwelling types other than single-
family dwelling, detached are to be permitted only with a conditional use permit.

86-375. - Residential limited (R-1) district within the growth area overlay district—Statement of intent; policy guidance.
 The residential limited district (R-1) within the growth area overlay district is composed of certain quiet, low density residential
areas plus certain open areas where similar residential development appears likely to occur. The regulations for this district are
designed to stabilize and protect the essential characteristics of the district, to promote and encourage an enjoyable
environment for family life, and to prohibit activities of a commercial nature. To these ends, development is limited to single-
unit dwellings providing homes for the residents, plus certain other uses, such as schools, parks, churches and public facilities
that serve the residents of the district.

Sec. 86-391. - Residential general (R-2) district within the growth area overlay district—Statement of intent; policy
guidance.
The residential general district (R-2) within the growth area overlay district is composed of certain quiet, low density residential
uses plus certain open areas where similar development appears likely to occur. The regulations for this district are designed to
stabilize and protect the essential characteristics of the district, to promote and encourage a suitable environment for family
life where there are children, and to prohibit activities of a commercial nature. In order to enhance compatibility between
dwellings of different types, protect the natural environment, and achieve attractive and well-coordinated designs for building
groups, dwelling types other than single-family dwelling, detached are to be permitted only with a conditional use permit.
 Development with a mix of dwelling types or uses should be performed under the PUD district.

PER  THE ORDINANCE

STRS ARE
ALLOWED BY-
RIGHT 

STRS ARE NOT
ALLOWED 
BY-RIGHT,
CONDITIONAL
USE PERMIT
REQUIRED 

STRS ARE
ALLOWED 
BY-RIGHT WITH
WITH
RESTRICTIONS
(SEE TABLE ON
PAGE 25)

STRS ARE
ALLOWED 
BY-RIGHT WITH
WITH
RESTRICTIONS
(SEE TABLE ON
PAGE 25) 

STRS ARE NOT
ALLOWED 
BY-RIGHT,
CONDITIONAL
USE PERMIT
REQUIRED 

STRS ARE
ALLOWED BY-
RIGHT 


